














Tap: Tha 1990
Correra Cup kit a
true 1560 mph ot
Baytana. Abave:
H taak an army te

suppart faur cars
and aight drivars

aver 24 haurs,

]m PRI AT R0R

e cars that ramge from just 150 hp
to maore than M0 He runs in ama-
teur events from coast o coast and
oversoes, He and Tony Wallier he-
came co-drivers amdd friends whils
rasing in Incdonesia and thee Philip-
pimes, Bretween LEE2 and 1994, while
her waorked abroad, Walker logged
Tonilrecl= of rallies in BRIWS, Fords,
Mimsans, and Mitsnhishis throughone
il Miclelle East andd Asia. Picking up
again in 28k in Europe, the Brton

eompaded in World Bally Chamgyioas-
shig events and Historic Rallies

AS THE WEEKEND UNFOLDED, ren -

min, Ares Dirleky. Kovacevie, and
Walker expericncesd something few
amateurs get to, sharing A garage al
a famans irack with legendary facto-
ry Porselwe dreivers and lStening (o
then disess O 1s——while sharing
il cars with them.

“Bacing ai [kayloosd i 2 Dayiona
class winner with Hurlay ardd Patrick
i9 & dream come tree” sabd Benja-
min, “The only way | oan relate it to
my ‘non-sar friemds is o compans: i
to playing gultar with the Rolling
Htomes it Wembley Staclinm,”

Armes, whio has dore the Hawaii
[romman Triathlon five times, B in
top plhyysical concdition amd happily
velumesred to take the graveyard
atnts. That macde lim pogalar with
thee oither drivers.

Hi was also quick

Ag for the 81108 in the garage,
they nicely spanned three decides,
representing the late 1900s, the mid-
1870s, and theearly RN, Lo and
Haywaond were hoth enthosiastic
akwnt the earliest car on hand,

I 1967 D115 05 i odwe Senss

miare pefined than you'd imagine,
bt It k5 @ short-wheelbase car” ol-
vt Loogl “You havee to his coime
fortabile with the rear end stepping
aut. [t's probably fster to drive the
dar sicheways, ol whern i Sieps o,
you have tostay in it—it takes every
anmee of carconieol | have acguiped
alter £5 vears in sprint cars, LMEP2
cars, ardl everything in between,

“It'a amazing,” contlnoed Long.
“Poogde vswally donT beliove me,
but driving a 07 9115 or "y Cup—
on a madern RSR—Is the aame set of
braking, trail-braking, getting the
AT loeked up, and getting the car
stralght agaln so you can aceeleratio.
Those things happen at different
places on the track, b the coneepl
andl the tempss are the sanme”

Thie T9GT 115 was a trip caosam
mermory lame for Haywossd, “Its like
e 1L 1 clrowe Tl first thme &t Wat-
kins Grlen with Peter (Grregg in 1100,
the very same feeling,” said Hagy-
wondl. “[E took e a few laps o get
wsesd to it Tt mawess soronmed soomnch
ihat you are adjesting all the time to
compengate 11 En'L going to fly ol
fromm wwtder vou, bok you can get il
completely siloways and its still
controllabbe with your Food®
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Thee 1574 RS 540 wis sevven s
newer, andl it was interesting to hear
van Lennep talk about the car he
wits sharing with Diriclor, “1 like the
1074 R& Tmdriving with Johan be-
g it vedquires a lot of technbguee,”
T saicd, “Suspension settings are
very important and make a big dif-
Terence in handling and speed. We
hawd weagy toson ety toe=omtk i Fromi
for & while, It toms in Better now
andd g more stabele on the banking.
The d0kliter engine is strong, with
gonl] forgue for exit spests. We're
experimenting with the tire pres-
sires Lo fine=tone the car, Chnee we
gt that set, we'll probably stifen
et 452 up @ little.”

Perhaps most refireshing was van
Lasnmerp’s tabie on his owm driving. I
ig sormedling I SOl works al. “As |
get older, hraking is the tonghest
part For me—braking late enough.”
Tz maicl. =1 am sl braking too early
in soumie cormiers: [ have toowork on
ilear. The most diffiewlt pan of Day-
Lo B9 thie Rink betwoen e Diie
pines in thie inficld, That shaoald b
flat out, but it Ent That's a spor
whiere vou Can pack up a linle dis-
tanee on someond. Also, braking into
il first eommer—ithat s guite chal-
lenging. 11 Lo easy 1o brake ey
You have to brake later, later, later. .,
wlthant golng too late!™

As for the 10 Carrera Cup? Die
spite being 23 vears newer than the
1967 8115, Long sees it as the last
S10 of thee same sehool *The 1Edal
Cup rures ona standard setup: noa-
adjustakle shocks, vo power steer-
ing. .S the st ol thee old-sceliood
e cars,” he said “And here, with
the bumps at the Bus Stogp. foe ex-
ample, the car mosees aronmed a0 lod™

He isn't saying the 0064 race car is
withont advaniages, however, “The
Cnp is stiffer, amd it has anti-lnck
hrakes and an easicr geartss than
thies B01 i the 67 5% noted Lanmg.
“Testh s are really docile, nser
friewdly. even—until yon try to
sqpueeiie Thnl Bast seconc ool of e
lap. When you oo that, its all abont
what fype af o you are. Yoo can
dio it really smoothly, or yoo can

Tawng it all ot aned Inok racy, Bath
wark, and viekd aboant the sams lap
times. One just glves you a better
Yo Tuhe video™

Which does Long prefer? “Smnoth
aar ool workes befler for mwe by
Taumnaks are mandng a lot in the: coeck-
pit. bt the car s moving smaoathly.
You adjust subsronscionsdy, bhelore
e cur mwmeess, 1T wom e et himgg hee
car conscionsly, it's too late.”

While tee grong focused o has-
ing Tumn, they oid well for their first
time ot in & rew event. Sharing the
18967 9115, Haywnoocl, Long, Boenja-
min, and Ames wonld finish ninth in
Group A after G5 laps, with a best
lap of 2:15528—making them the
third 011 to crass the finish in a
class that inelwded Lada, Ford, Ches-
roa, and Porsche prolalypes. Van
Lasmmiep andd Dirickx ran as high as
Aiith I e saecamcd of Group B's fowm
arv=hoanr Sessions bt finished 14h
after logging 671 laps, with a best lap
e of 2: 1000651

Lomg, Benjamin,  and  Ames
shared the exStrahbe Camrera Cup
in Greonap O and fnkahed sighth afte
Gl lages, with a best lag Dime of
2ARA08, The Carrera Cop USA of
Frank Kovacevie amd Tony Walker
fared beerer in Groug O, placing Gith
after 70 laps with a best time of
2078974 behlmd a 968, a 056, a D4
RSE, and the sinning $hi.

PERHAPS THE BEST NEWS rci racing

fans s that the Classse 24 at Daytona
apgeears to be e to stay, A seconid
inatallment is planned for Movem-
ber 1E=15, 2005 Following that, the
plan is to make it a biennial event
that altemates with Le Mans Clas-
=ic, Hagrwaoad is already lonking fors
weardl ta the next anae

“1 harl a great time,” he zabd. “The
team was greal. 1 really enjoyed o
envboidy on the team.”

Ag for Long? He may race new
Powrsichies for a0 living, bok therss nn
quastion he wanis to becomse more
inwolved in Elwe vinlage scene. “Yes
there's compeetition, yes thers are
egos, ves there's polities, bot its nof
really mesnrabde compsared Lo the

appreciation of racing and the cae
maraderie,” he observed,

I grew up appreciating obd car,”
har saicl. “My grimafather ran a gas st
ticw in Gleawlale, Califomia in the
1 b v Wl Dot e, | Deal thiss ex-
P b winbage cars ad s young age,
[ have maeldedd that with what [ love
abwonat Porseles ancd sehiat | losse aboal
mcing. Innew, maglem mee Porsches,
il cars A g0 advanced. Yo get a
dlriving siylbe sel by simulations, wind
tumeels, and comguter aids In older
cars, it’s more of a blank canvas—
e e more ways o gel spusedd oal
ol them, Yo e Bee mewre cresibive”

It's a good bet that van Lennep
will bee bk, ton. “Lr's beon Don tos b
bk it Deastomiy,” hee saiel. ©T lilor the
track, although 11 i3 & funny circil
wills i18 Bankeiong s long siraiglis.
The bemking is nad so extremas—ne
hawe g track with GF banking whils
Ukis cawe i 325 —lur the soeaighis are
lomger thaa U'm aceustomaed to, Thee
infleld i= fun and it is flat, 5o nat too
diffieule 1'% a aale cirenit and well
arganized.”

As for the amateurs, they had ithe
time of thedr lives " The weekend
was not absnt lag times.” says Bea-
Jamin. [t was abowt the experience
al rating with historically important
cars, but alsn about being totally
present in the event., [Daytona B e
e track of Amerca and the epic
race | felk a ton a pressore not (o
embarrasa mysell before the race,
e | must say teat you will never
fin] e devan-to-earth pro racers
Wl bonve thee cars amad love Porschie,
[ signesd uge for next vear!™

The drivier whe has more racing
laps at [raviona than anyone gels
thes st o], e hee ddoesn'l wenste
it. Haywood's final abservation has
b=t o welih thee frack or the cas
s more with the endhnsiasm that
madle the Classic 24 possible

“That's what makes Parsche Po-
schis, when von bevee peogshe like Alan
Bemjamin, who are the guardians of
thie heritage,” said Havwood., “As
guardians, they take on that kind of
respansEitility to really display some-
thing that's wortliwhile.” @



